University Writing Outcomes Assessment
Submitting Writing Assignments

If you are enrolled in a Writing Intensive (WI) course at ECU, then your instructor will create an
assignment in Canvas that you will use for submitting a finished writing project and self-
analysis/reflection. These projects are used for ongoing assessment of the WI program to ensure that
students are meeting the five (5) University Writing Outcomes and to provide academic departments
on campus with information about how their students’ writing is developing.

1. Choosing Your Project

For most WI courses, your teacher will determine the right assignment for you to upload for this
activity and will communicate with you what that should be. As in all things course-related, your
instructor should be your starting place for getting your questions answered about expectations.

If you are in a WI courses where there are multiple projects and the instructor lets you choose which
project to upload, then you should consider a project which meets as many of the University Writing

Outcomes as possible as that will give our assessors the best understanding that you are meeting those
outcomes. Here are the outcomes for your reference:

Outcome 1: Use writing to investigate complex, relevant topics and address significant
questions through engagement with and effective use of credible sources.

Outcome 2: Produce writing that reflects an awareness of context, purpose, and audience,
particularly within the written genres (including genres that integrate writing with visuals,
audio or other multimodal components) of their major disciplines and/or career fields.

Outcome 3: Demonstrate that they understand writing as a process that can be made more
effective through drafting and revision.

Outcome 4: Proofread and edit their own writing, avoiding grammatical and mechanical
errors.

Outcome 5: Assess and explain the major choices that they make in their writing.

2. Analyzing Your Writing Processes

In addition to uploading your finished project, you will also include a self-analysis/reflection on your
writing that gives assessors valuable information about how your project developed through drafting
and revision. Outcomes 3 and 5, in particular, explore how you as a student writer have come to
understand your own writing processes and how you have used them to make effective choices as a
writer.

In explaining those processes to your readers, you want to provide both specific examples and an
explanation of why you followed those processes or made those revisions. This sort of reflection is
particularly helpful to readers because in assessing your work, we might not see evidence in the
finished project of a particular skill, but when you explain to us your process or why you chose to



include or exclude certain information, we realize that there was a logic behind your choices. We
might disagree with you, but knowing that you made the choice purposefully tells us a lot about why
we’re not seeing something we expected to see. Ultimately, that might mean you understand the
writing situation far better than we would have realized by just reading your project in isolation —
and that gives us insights into what we might want to do differently next time we teach this course.

If your instructor asked you to respond to four (4) questions, then you should do that and include it
in the same document as your final project. Those questions should be part of the assignment on
Canvas but are also listed here:

1. What aspects of your writing in the project are effective and why do you think they are
effective? Please be specific: for example, rather than saying “I used good examples,” identify
one or two examples that you used and explain why these examples are good ones.

2. What do you think could be improved in your written project and how could it be improved?
Again, please be specific. Rather than saying that, for example, your organization could be
stronger, say what you might do to make it stronger.

3. Briefly describe the process you used to write the project. Do you think the process you used
was effective? Why or why not? Please consider not only the research that you conducted (if
applicable) but also any planning, drafting, and revising that you did.

4. Have you applied anything that you learned in previous WI courses, including English 1100
and 2201 (or the equivalent if taken at another institution), to the writing that you have done
in this course? What have you applied and how have you applied it?

Some instructors will ask you to answer these questions in a Project Memo or paragraph-style
reflection rather than the enumerated question/answer format; that genre of reflection/self-analysis
works just as well as answering the individual questions, so you should check with your instructor to
be sure how they would like you to submit your self-analysis.

3. Uploading Your Project & Self-Analysis

Your instructor will set a due date for this assignment to be uploaded and you should pay careful
attention in Canvas to those deadlines. When it is time to submit your project for the University
Writing Assessment, you should combine your project and reflection/self-analysis into one document
and upload one file to the assignment. You can upload either a Word Document (.doc/.docx) or a
Portable Document Format (.pdf) file.

Support

If you have any problems with the assignment, you can submit a Canvas help ticket using the link on
the UWP’s website:

University Writing Outcomes Assessments



https://writing.ecu.edu/wac/about-wac/writing-assessments/
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